
THEME 7: YOUNG SCIENTISTS PROGRAMME 
 

Symp 7: Young Scientists Programme 
 
Theme 7 will focus on Young Scientists and on their needs, but will be designed to be of interest 
for a broad community of chemists, not only below 35 years old. The program will cover multiple 
aspects related to early carrier chemists’ interests and issues, among which proposal/article 
writing skills, scientific outreach and communication but also networking with academic and 
industrial partners. A series of talks and round table talks on these topics will be organized during 
the conference, in parallel with other symposia. These sessions are independent (they can be 
attended separately) and are intended to target a broad audience of chemists interested to these 
topics. Invited speakers in this theme will not only originate from the academic chemistry 
community, but will also be selected from a broader audience, as experts in project management, 
scientific writing, scientific outreach will be also invited to participate to these sessions. In 
addition to this scientific program, a meeting space at the congress location will be available for 
Young Scientists to meet each other and for networking activities, a special focus being given in 
catalyzing interaction with potential employers, from industry and 31 academies. CV clinics and 
soft skills tutorials will be organized in that room to strengthen these interactions.  
Last, the early career scientists taking part to the congress will be invited to an “early career 
researcher” celebration of the 100th anniversary of IUPAC organized on the evening of Wednesday 
July 10, 2019 in Paris (Maison de la Chimie). This event, involving a broader community of young 
scientists from Paris area, will be organized around a talk from a world known scientist and 
followed by a dinner and networking night. 
 
 
Keywords:  

Scientific writing and outreach, Networking, Intellectual Properties, Academia and Industry, 
Popularizing, attractive chemistry. 
 
 
Conveners/organizers : 

➢ Sophie CARENCO (Sorbonne Université, Paris, FR) 

➢ Stéphanie HALBERT  (Sorbonne Université, Paris, FR) 

➢ Bradley W. MILLER (National Enforcement Investigations Center-EPA, USA). 

➢ Victor MOUGEL (ETH Zurich, CH) 

➢ Camille OGER (University of Montpellier, FR) 

➢ International Young Chemists’ Network (IYCN) 

➢ Luc ALLEMAND (Afriscitech) 

 

 

Session 7.1: Scientific Writing – Tuesday 9th – 2:00 pm 

Organizer: Victor MOUGEL 

 

Abstract: 

This session will focus on the best ways to explain and highlight our science in a context of 
publishing, or seeking funding and responding to calls for projects. 



 

Speakers:  

➢ KN: Federico BELLA (Italian Institute of Technology, Torino, IT). 

➢ IL: Monica FAVARO (ERC Research Programme Expert) 

➢ IL: Robert BOWLES (RSC, UK) 
➢ IL: Claudia BONFIO (Marie Skłodowska-Curie fellowship, UK) 
 
 

Session 7.2: New channels and challenges of scientific outreach - Wednesday 10th – 2:00 pm 

Organizers: Camille OGER  

 

Abstract: 

Science should go outside our laboratory! However, it is not an easy task. This session will present 
through different people different ways to popularize chemistry, make it attractive through humor 
… 
 
Speakers:  

➢ KN: Fernando GOMOLLON-BEL (Press and Comm. Coord., Univ. Cambridge, UK) 
➢ IL:  Raphaël BLAREAU (Déodat de Severac High School Teacher, Toulouse, FR) 
➢ IL: Lauren WOLF (C&EN, UK) 
 
 

Session 7.3: From Bench to the Market – Monday 8th – 2:30 pm 

Organizer: Sophie CARENCO  

 

Abstract:  

This symposium will be a link between academic research and the industrial world. It will focus 
on educating younger researchers for the benefit of the global chemical enterprise. Experience 
feebacks will be shared between guests and the public. 

 
Speakers:  
➢ KN: Javier GARCIA-MARTINEZ (University of Alicante, ES; Rive Technology Inc. Boston Corp., 
USA). 
➢ IL: Daniel ALVES DALLA CORTE (founder of Sphere-energy start-up, FR) 
 
 
 

Session 7.4: Teaching - Tuesday 9th – 4:15 pm 

➢ Organizers: Stéphanie HALBERT 

  

Abstract: 

This session will focus on new channels to teach science and how to interest the youngest while 
having fun as a teacher. 
 
Speakers:  

➢ KN: Menno DE WAAL (High School Teacher, Driebergen-Rijsenburg, NL) 



➢ IL:  Raphaël BLAREAU (Déodat de Severac High School Teacher, Toulouse, FR) 
➢ CO: Fun Man 
 
 
Session 7.5: Recruiting and Networking – Lunch sessions 

➢ Organizers: Catherine RAWLINS (International Young Chemists’ Network (IYCN)) and Luc 

ALLEMAND (Afriscitech) 

 

Abstract: In this session, a special focus being given in catalyzing interaction with potential 
employers, from industry and academies. CV clinics and soft skills tutorials will be organized in 
that room to strengthen these interactions. 

 
7.5.1. Networking - Monday July 8th – 2:00 pm 
    
Abstract: In this session, an overview of chemistry associations will be given. 

➢ Organizers: Camille OGER 

➢ Speakers: RJ-SCF, EYCN, IYCN associations 
 
 
7.5.2. CV Clinic and Careers Workshop – Wednesday July 10th – during lunch 
 
Careers are changing. They are no longer linear, with regular structured progression. Your 
working life could last for 50 years and in that time you may have multiple careers. 
 
This session will show you how to develop ideas for your future career and give practical advice 
on how to apply for academic and non-academic roles, and further afield. 
 
If you’re looking to move roles soon, bring your CV and receive feedback from careers experts. 
 
 
7.5.3. Redefining scientific excellence in Africa 

 
Abstract: African young chemists very often thrive in a difficult environment, whether they return 
to their home country after a PhD or a post-doc in a developed country, or they have completed 
their whole research cursus in Africa. Besides the usual issues of getting the budget to buy 
equipment and chemicals, they may face delays for delivery, the lack of a real laboratory and 
equipment... and even political instability, or months long university strikes. 

It is then difficult for them to be « excellent » scientists with the same measures as chemists 
working in industrialized countries: number of publications with high impact factor, patents, 
ability to get grants, scientific awards. 

So, what could be the meaning of « being excellent » when you work in Africa (or in a developing 
country in other parts of the world)? From what kind of achievements should you expect 
recognition from your university heads, from your peers, in your own country as well as 
internationally? 

 



➢ IL1:  Ghada BASSIONI (professor and head of the chemistry department, Ain Shams university, 
Egypt) 

➢ IL2: Amr ADLY (Vice-Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research for University 
Affairs, Egypt) 

➢ IL3: Alice MATIMBA (Overseas Courses Development Officer, Wellcome Genome Campus, UK) 
➢ IL4: Adewale ADEWUYI (lecturer and scientist, Redeemer’s University, Nigeria) 

 

 

 
Session 7.6: IYCN Symposium – Tuesday July 9th – 8:30 am 

➢ Organizers: Catherine RAWLINS (International Young Chemists’ Network (IYCN))   

 

Abstract: The International Younger Chemists Network (IYCN) began as a task force at the 

2015 ACS National Meeting in Boston between a group of young chemists from the USA, 

Africa, Southeast Asia, and Europe. The ultimate goal was to create a truly unified 

international network for young chemists to connect and share ideas. Successful efforts lead 

to the official launch of IYCN as an associated organization of IUPAC in 2017. Currently, our 

membership base includes any chemist under the age of 35 or someone within 5 non-

continuous years from their terminal degree and spans six continents. We are a global 

network working to establish a platform that fosters communication, mentorship, and 

collaboration between our members. Our vision is focused on empowering our young 

chemist members to lead positive change worldwide. This symposium will highlight the 

work of young chemist volunteers worldwide and their contributions to scientific outreach 

in their respective fields.  

Website: https://www.iycnglobal.com/ 

 

Speakers:  

➢ KN: Cecília ROQUE (Faculdade de Ciencias e Tecnologias Universidade Nova de Lisboa 

(FCT/UNL)) 

➢ IL1: Gabriela Desiree TORMET-GONZALEZ (PhD Student, Campinas, Brazil) 
➢ IL2: Madhavi DE SILVA (PhD Student, Nugegoda, Sri Lanka) 
➢ IL3: João BORGES (Junior Research Fellow, Aveiro, Portugal) 
➢ IL4:  Torsten JOHN (PhD Student, Siegen, Germany) 
➢ IL5: Christine DUNNE (Patent Technical Advisor, Boston, USA) 
 

Associated Events: 

 

Monday evening: Speed networking (IUPAC/IYCN) and Networking Reception around Early 
Career Chemists reception (IUPAC/IYCN), to meet and discuss with colleagues and friends. 
 
Thursday evening: A historical visit of Paris that will be the opportunity to be in the footsteps of 
Marie-Curie. 
 
Wednesday evening:  As part of the Celebration of the 100th anniversary of IUPAC an evening of 
exchanges in a convivial atmosphere with personalities from the world of research and politics. 
This event will take place at the in Maison de la Chimie. 

https://www.iycnglobal.com/

